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(2) LEARNING OUTCOMES 

Learning outcomes 

At the end of the course, the student are expected to: 
- Describe the characteristics of the scientific research and define educational research. 
- Distinguish the philosophical, ontological, epistemological and methodological assumptions 

concerning qualitative and quantitative research. Describe the main differences between 
quantitative and qualitative research. 

- Identify the major research methodologies used in educational investigations and compare the 
characteristics of different research methodological approaches. 

- Be able to organize a framework through which a research question emerges, list the steps 
involved in the research process and  design a research protocol. 

- Describe and use aggregated databases for efficient location of literature. 
- Know the basic principles of constructing a questionnaire, an interview, an observation, etc. 
- Describe the meaning, rationale, and steps involved in sampling and distinguish between 

probability and nonprobability sampling. 
- Analyze the research data. Describe the general procedures followed in the analysis of data. 
- Describe ethical and legal considerations in research. Be an ethical researcher. 
- State some of the criteria to use in evaluating an educational research.  

- Write a research proposal that meets the guidelines. 
 
General Competences  

The course aims at the following general competences:  

− Analysis and synthesis of data and information, with the use of the necessary technology 

− Adapting to new situations  

− Decision-making  

− Working independently  

− Team work 

− Working in an interdisciplinary environment  

− Production of new research ideas 
 

(3) SYLLABUS 



− The nature of scientific and educational research, philosophical and epistemological issues in 
educational research. 

− Research approaches in education: The Debate about Quantitative and Qualitative Research, 
Comparing Quantitative and Qualitative Research, Basic quantitative and qualitative 
methodological approaches in educational research. 

− Stages in research and research methods (survey research, action research, ethnography, 
experimental research, case study, etc.). 

− Data collection instruments (questionnaire, interview, focus group, observation, etc.) and data 
analysis. 

−  Research ethics. 

− Data presentations, written reports and scientific research paper writing process (with an 
emphasis on thesis). 

− Criteria for evaluating research project. 

(4) TEACHING and LEARNING METHODS - EVALUATION 

DELIVERY. 100% via distance learning 

USE OF INFORMATION AND 
COMMUNICATIONS TECHNOLOGY 

Use of ICT in teaching and communication with students 

TEACHING METHODS Activity Semester workload 

Lectures 24 

Study and analysis of 
bibliography 

80 

Participation in online 
discussion activities 

10 

Intermediate essay writing 30 

Intermediate essay 
preparation and final essay 
preparation for final 
examination 

81 

Course total  225 
 

STUDENT PERFORMANCE 
EVALUATION 

a) Written intermediate essay (20%) and b) individual 
written work of 3,500 - 5,000 words in one of the 24 
proposed subjects or in a related topic or written group 
work (two postgraduate students) of 5,500-7,000 words in 
one proposed subjects or in a related topic (80%). The final 
grade is the sum of the grades of the intermediate and final 
essays. 
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